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       26 July 2019 
Dear Parents 
The story of the Brooklyn bridge and how we overcome obstacles. 
This bridge in America, spans the river Ohio between Manhattan and Brooklyn.  In 1883, engineer, 
John Roebling dreamed of a suspension bridge that would make the commute easier for working 
class New Yorkers.  However, bridge-building experts told him to forget it, it just wasn’t possible! 
Roebling convinced his son, Washington, an up-and-coming engineer, that the bridge could be 
built and the two of them worked out how to overcome the obstacles.  Somehow, they convinced 
bankers to finance the project and then hired a crew to build their dream bridge. 
 

The project was only a few months under way when a tragic on-site accident killed John Roebling 
and severely injured his son.  Washington was severely brain-damaged, unable to talk or walk.  
Everyone thought the project would have to be scrapped, since the Roebling’s were the only ones 
who understood how the bridge could be built.  
 

Though Washington was unable to move or talk, his mind was as sharp as ever.  One day as he 
lay in his hospital bed, an idea flashed in his mind as to how to develop a communication code.  
All he could move was one finger, so he touched the arm of his wife with that finger.  He tapped 
out the code to communicate to her what she was to tell the engineers, who continued building the 
bridge.   
 

For 13 years, Washington tapped out his instructions with one finger until the spectacular Brooklyn 
Bridge was finally completed.  At 5, 986 ft. it remained the longest bridge in the world for 20 years. 
(A Fresh Packet of Sower’s Seeds) 
 

Important Dates and Announcements: 
Entrepreneurs Day Market (Group 1) 2 August – EMS Project Gr 7 - 9 
Job Shadowing Grade 10   5 – 7 August 
Job Shadowing Grade 11   5 – 8 August 
Woman’s day    9 – August – Public Holiday 
Entrepreneurs Day Market (Group 2) 6 September – EMS Project Gr 7 - 9 
Grade 12 Prelims    21 Aug – 16 Sep 
Test Series Dates Gr 7 – 11  9 Sep – 16 Sep 
 

Extra Lessons 
As stated in our academic policy - It is compulsory for all learners who achieve below 50% for any 
subject to attend extra lessons. You have received letters regarding the extra lessons your child 
will be attending and in order for you to stay on top of this we have included the following 
information: 
 

Monday - Afrikaans Gr 7 – 12  
                       Physical Science Gr 10 – 12  
Tuesday -  English Gr 7 – 12 
                                 Physical Science Gr 12 
Wednesday - Mathematics Gr 7 – 9 
                                Mathematics Gr 10 - 11 
Thursday -  Mathematics Gr 12 
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Grade 12 – Prelim Exams/School attendance 
Our grade 12 learners are required to be at school every day during the prelims. They will only be 
allowed to leave at 13:00 on the days that they are writing. Please remember that normal teaching 
will take place during the test series and prelims. 
 

A message from our Principal – Mr. D Swart 
I want to share something that I was reminded of recently regarding responsibility. Our children 
are actually very well aware of what it means to take responsibility. They know when they have 
acted inappropriately or when they have disobeyed instructions and they are very well aware of 
the consequences too. They know when they have not studied or done the homework they 
needed to. They know what it means to take responsibility for their actions, but for some reason 
there is a huge amount of fear around this. Very interestingly, the fear I see around this topic is not 
coming from our children though, but rather from us as parents. We seem to be afraid to admit that 
our children are capable of behaving in a manner that is less than perfect. We ‘protect’ them from 
punishment and from taking responsibility by making excuses for them and their behavior or bad 
performance. This is unfortunately when they learn to manipulate and figure out that they can get 
away without being held accountable. Sadly, this trend then carries on into their young adult lives 
where many of them are unable to navigate the demands and responsibilities that are expected of 
them at university and in the workplace.  
 

Why are we depriving our children of the opportunity to learn from their experiences and life 
lessons?  
 

We should be empowering them to make the right choices. Helping them to understand that every 
obstacle is actually an opportunity to learn and to grow as individuals. They are going to have to 
learn these lessons somewhere along their life path. We need our children to be the change for a 
better future, and this can only happen when through us changing, we empower them to be the 
change! 
 

Reminders and notes: 

• Our teachers parking area has become a wheel-clamping zone. Please ensure that you do not 
park your car in this area – even for a few minutes - as the wheel-clamping rule will be applied 
to all. We have asked politely that you do not park in these areas for the safety of our children 
and unfortunately, we will have to now enforce a stricter rule. 
 

• Please add us on Instagram – search for riversidecollege_cpt 

•  If you haven’t already, check out our Facebook and give it a like – search for –‘Riverside 
College’       and stay up to date with all activities. 

 
School Schedule: 
Monday 29/07   Day 6  07:55 – 15:15 
Tuesday 30/07   Day 7  07:55 – 15:15 
Wednesday 31/07   Day 8   07:55 – 15:15 
Thursday  01/08   Day 9  07:55 – 15:15 
Friday  02/08   Day 10 07:55 – 14:00 
 

Have an awesome weekend! 
High School Staff 
Riverside College 
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