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27 March 2020 
Dear Parents 
We are in Day 1 of the National lockdown! Two deaths have been recorded in the WC and the 
Corona Virus infections have risen to just over 1000. Many people find themselves in a state of fear 
and uncertainty, which is normal for the time we are living in, but this too shall pass and life as we 
knew it will return to a new normal. 
 

We are not sure at this point of exactly how long the lockdown will last or if it will be extended past 
the 16th of April. What we do know is that as promised, Riverside College is ready to start rolling out 
the E-Learning initiative that has been put in place for the learners and teachers. After much 
deliberation we have decided to go with Microsoft Teams because it supports the platforms that we 
need in order to ensure that we can continue with our academic objectives in an efficient manner. 
 

We are currently loading all our learners and teachers from Gr R to Gr 12 onto the data base and 
you will receive the login details no later than Friday the 3rd of April. As previously communicated, 
classes will continue from Wednesday the 15th of April. All the schedules, times and information will 
be sent to you in time for this kick off.  
 

The teachers and learners will interact via video and audio and we need to ask that you will support 
this initiative fully in order for your child to stay up to date and get the benefits that this will have. 
Homework will be given and all work will have to be done in their workbooks so that it can be checked 
and used for study purposes.  
 

We are not going to be able to get this done on our own, without your support, just as our country 
will never return to normal again if we don’t all stand together and comply with the regulations as 
stipulated.  

 

On another note, we’ve had a number of enquiries from parents regarding the payment of school 
fees and we would like to share the following with you. 
 

Although we are closed at present, this was a forced shutdown and even though it is a forced 
shutdown, we are still liable for all our usual payments such as bond repayment, rates & water, 
lights, security services, bus installment, staff salaries, etc. to name but a few.  None of these will 
be waived by any of the suppliers, they may give leeway on payment dates but they are not waiving 
any of these costs and when an institution gives you an extension on payment they make that up 
with additional interest charges. 
 

It is therefore not an option for parents to opt out of paying their April school fees. By the time the 
lockdown is over you not only want to be able to return to an intact building and proper facilities but 
also surely want to be able to return to familiar staff that know your children. 
 

Our staff are dedicated, many live far from work but yet they are at work every day to ensure that 
your child receives a good education which will now move over to an e-learning platform. They also 
have families that need to be taken care of and they need their salaries as much as everyone else 
who have been inconvenienced by this sudden development. 
 

We thank you for your understanding and co-operation in this regard. 
 

Stay home and save lives!! 


