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      Riverside College 
            Corner Cellars & Carmine Drive Burgundy Estate 
                        Ph nr: 021 802 2001/3 074 779 1352 

 

12 June  2020 
Dear Parents, 
As the exams have drawn to a close for the learners in the Primary School, things can finally wind down 
and everyone can eagerly wait for their results. The last two weeks have been very successful with 
regards to ensuring the safety of all learners at Riverside from the morning temperature checks to the 
break time social distancing measures. We would just like to commend all the learners for being 
absolutely wonderful by following the safety protocols like champions. 
 

As we all know, this last term has seen us learn in a way that we have never learnt before - some have 
thrived under the new system and some have struggled. With this in mind, we need to understand that 
their end of term results may look different compared to the first term. Here are some words to bear in 
mind no matter what the outcome. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Aftercare 
It is with great sadness that, due to the current economic struggle as a result of the pandemic, we have 
had to let two of our aftercare teachers go. We hope that this will only be a temporary situation and that 
we may be able to welcome Teacher Jenna and Teacher Allistacia back soon. 
 
Fees & school closures 
There has been a number of articles lately reporting on the closure of smaller private schools due to 
the non-payment of school fees during lockdown. Many parents believe that schools are saving money 
during the lockdown and for this reason they don’t have to pay fees. Unfortunately it is not true that 
schools have a saving whilst they are “closed”. Most of the running costs are fixed and when the 
payment for these cannot be honoured the school runs a risk of closing.  
 
We therefore respectfully request that parents honour their school fee payments to avoid putting 
Riverside College at risk of having to lay off more staff or possibly default on payments. 
 
"When I was a child..." answers 
Here are the answers to last week's statements from the teachers: 
 

1. When I was a child, my brother and I played rugby and I got a black eye from him throwing the rugby 
ball in my face - Miss Steyn. 
2. When I was a child, I cried when I did not get my letter to Hogwarts - Mrs Menton. 
3. When I was a child, I scratched my name on the wooden part of the armchair using a pin.  I then 
denied it.  It didn’t end well - Mrs Boake. 
4. When I was a child, my brother made me believe that I should always spit out the watermelon seeds 
otherwise watermelons would grow in my tummy - Teacher Gabby 
5. When I was a child, I used to do ballet and came first in a competition that my ballet teacher entered 
me - Miss Bloem. 
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6. When I was a child, I permanently had plasters on my big toes because I scraped the skin off using 
them as brakes when riding my chopper bicycle - Mr Swart. 
7. When I was a child, I got lost at a big cricket match at Wanderers Stadium.  My parents could not 
find me between all the people.  Eventually they stopped the match because some random kid was 
sitting in front of the side screen and only then when they showed it on the big screen did my parents 
see me and then, luckily, find me - Miss Crause. 
8. When I was a child, I used to be so free.  I loved being outside and my jungle gym was a tree - Miss 
Rossouw. 
9. When I was a child, I got a pet rat and took it for a walk that very same day. I never saw it again - 
Teacher Amber. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Camp Fee 
As you know, the learners were booked to go on camp in April. This was a booking that was made 

and paid for long in advance. When the lockdown was implemented, we preliminary postponed the 

camp to the 4th term. Should we not be able to go on camp later this year a credit will be passed on 

your last school fee invoice for 2020. 
 

Important Dates 
End of Term 2  18 June 

Term 3   14 July – 22 September – Teachers return on 13 July – 23 September 

Term 4   06 October – 2 December – Teachers return 05 October – 4 December 
 

These dates may vary from those given for Government Schools, but we have not missed a single 

class this term and therefore we do not need to shorten our holidays. Our learners have worked hard 

and deserve to have their break! 
 

Term 2 Reports 

Please take note reports for Term 2 will be sent out after 24 June 2020. 
 

Weekly Report on Health Screening at School: 

Description Week 1 Week 2 

• Number of 

screenings 

• Highest 

Temperature 

• Lowest 

Temperature 

• Refusal for 

Entry 

• Quarantine 

398 

 

37 

 

33.6 

 

None 

 

None 

295 

 

37 

 

35.6 

 

None 

 

None 

 

 

Happy Birthday! 

A very Happy Birthday to the following learners who celebrated their birthday this 
week. As you are unable to celebrate with friends or other loved ones, we send you 
lots of love. 
 
Gr R Leah van Zyl  10 June 
Gr 2 Annie Chen  14 June 
Gr 2 Joey Chen  8 June 
Gr 2 Lexi Trimmer  11 June  
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Donations for Dunoon 
There are over 200 children in Dunoon who are going hungry every day. Riverside College has been 

in touch with the lady who is running a soup kitchen for these children and we have offered to support 

them in terms of donations. We have appealed to our staff and we would like to appeal to our parent 

body to assist in donating goods to help these needy children. 
 

They are in need of the following: 

• Ingredients to make soup 

• Bread 

• Blankets 

• Warm clothing (beanies, scarves, gloves, warm tops and warm pants) 
 

We are going to do drop offs to Dunoon every Monday. 
 

Parents are welcome to drop off any donations in the office between 08h00 and 12h00 daily. 
 

Message from our principal Mr. D Swart 
The screening, sanitizing and social distancing has gone extremely well over the past two weeks. 
Thank you to all our learners who adhered to the regulations and made our task so much easier to 
carry out. Please do not become complacent about wearing your masks, sanitizing your hands and 
going to public places as the infection rates are still climbing. It is imperative that we take care of 
ourselves and those around us so that we do not need to go through the danger and inconvenience 
of getting sick and having to isolate ourselves.  

This upcoming holiday is going to be very different to any other we have had before, and it is 
important that all our learners actually take a break so that they can come back well rested and ready 
to tackle Term 3 with new strength and vigour! 

Stay safe and have an amazing weekend. 

 

Have a lovely weekend! 

Primary School Teachers 


