Riverside College
Corner Cellars & Carmine Drive Burgundy Estate
Ph nr: 021 802 2001/3 074 779 1352
24 July 2020
Dear Parents,
Our second week back and the holidays almost feel as though they are a distant memory - how time
flies when you are having fun. I hope we have all managed to find our rhythm again and get back into
the routine of online learning. It has been a delight to see our learners.
We do understand that many parents are back at work and need to continue with their work from home
while your children continue with online learning, and we are aware that this is not always easy. We
would just like to remind you that when your child is booked for a live class please allow them to sit in
a quiet area. It is impossible to teach a successful lesson with background noises taking place, the
entire class loses focus and concentration. Thank you.
A friendly reminder about our Show and Tell (any item that you would like to show us and tell us about)
on Friday 31 July 2020, we look forward to seeing what the children come up with.
Grade R news
Our Grade R’s have continued to prove that creative learning can take place anywhere. This week our
focus has been on trees and wood and their relevance to us. Thank you for your continuous beautiful
work.

We look forward to welcoming our Grade R’s back to school on Monday. We are aware that this is both
scary and exciting for many, however, we look forward to working with our new normal. Remember,
“The art of life lies in a constant read adjustment to our surroundings.” - Okakura Kakuzo.
Important Dates
Term 3
Term 4

14 July – 22 September – Teachers return on 14 July – 23 September
06 October – 2 December – Teachers return 05 October – 4 December

Assessments
The assessment calendar has been sent out
Message from our principal Mr. D Swart
I would like to reiterate the reasons for wanting to bring our learners back to school. The e-learning
program has worked very well for most of our learners, but many of our parents have had to return to
work fulltime and this is making it very difficult for them to assist their children with the daily schooling
needs. There are also some of the learners who have struggled through it and who need the daily
interaction with their teachers in the form of explanations, discussions and one on one contact in order
for them to grasp the work and move forward. The other reason is that there are far too many learners
NEWSLETTER #24 24 July JNRS

not attending classes online, and these learners are falling behind with their academic work, placing
huge strain on their parents and teachers to keep them up to date and on par. With this in mind, the
return to school on the 27th will happen as follows:
1. Only grades 000 - 1 will be returning to school at present every day of the week 08:30 – 13:00
2. Grade 1 will be divided into 2 groups and will attend on alternate days.
- Group 1 will attend Monday and Wednesday – 08:30 till 13:00 and every alternate Friday
- Group 2 will attend Tuesday and Thursday – 08:30 till 13:00 and every alternate Friday
3. We will work according to new timetable until further notice. This will be communicated to all.
4. All learners will have to be in attendance every day to ensure that they keep up to date.
5. There will be no e-learning classes for these grades on the days that they are at school, and no
catch-up lessons will be done for children who opt to stay home.
6. On the days that we are not at school e-learning will continue along with all the extra lessons.
7. There will be NO aftercare.
8. Learners must NOT wear school uniform until further notice.
It is a voluntary process, and you as the parents can decide whether or not you are comfortable to
send your child to school. All the Covid Safety guidelines will be strictly enforced to ensure the safety
of all our learners and teachers.
There are certain conditions attached to keeping your child at home. If you opt to keep your child at
home, please note:
-

You will have to sign a letter – which you can request from the office – accepting full
responsibility for your child’s academic progress; meaning that you will have to collect and
return work on a weekly basis from the school office, monitor that your child completes the
work and then return it for it to be controlled and for feedback to be given by the teacher. No
special arrangements will be made. No work will be emailed or sent via any other means.

We will do everything we can to ensure that our learners are ready and prepared for their final exams,
but we are going to need your support more than ever before, so please do not hesitate to contact me
if you have any questions relating to the above matter.

Have a wonderful weekend
Keep safe
Primary School Staff
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