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 Riverside College 

Cnr Cellars & Carmine Drive Burgundy Estate  
Ph 0218022001 www.riversidecollege.co.za 

21 October 2022 
Dear Parents,  

                                                                  

Founder’s Message: 
 
Riverside College learners and staff were celebrating Founder’s Day all week this past week.  
 
It started off with an endearing primary school adaptation of the movie ‘Khumba’ by an all-star primary 
school cast and I am sure many parents were a little emotional seeing their little ones showing their best 
on stage, as it should be. These school activities extend our learners into areas they wouldn’t normally 
venture into, and they are the essence of what school memories are made off.  
Next, we celebrated our learner’s academic achievements.  We are all very proud of what our learners 
have achieved regardless of the ‘Covid-19 cloud’ that is still lingering above us all. 
And last but probably the most exciting, the school carnival! Big excitement to end off a big week. A 
week in which Riverside College turned 17! 
 
Covid-19 had been tough on everyone, including the school and its community. It was with this in mind 
that we planned a week of celebration. Something to remind us all of what life was like before Covid hit. 
It felt good to be able to watch a production and celebrate the learner’s achievements in person again. 
We ‘ve missed it. 
 
We have also missed our school community. During the last three years we have all been forced to 
have limited interaction. This has taken its toll and has had a huge cost, but we have now picked 
ourselves up and we are looking ahead, making great plans for the future of Riverside College. 
 
Myself and school management have started the process of planning the school expansion. The 
immediate plan is to install an Astro turf to be utilized by learners for various sport disciplines and we 
are currently having discussions with the Burgundy Estate HOA on where would be best to install this. 
A music department is being introduced from 2023 for those learners who are interested in taking music 
as an extra-curricular activity and more info will be shared on this by the school principal, Mrs. Ellis, in 
due course. 
The planning committee is also currently having discussions on the future expansion of the building that 
includes the lecture hall and laboratories. It is the goal to have these completed by 2024. 
 
We are all very relieved that life is slowly returning to normal, but we are also mindful that we have a lot 
of work ahead of us. Building a school is not just about the bricks and mortar. It is also about the school 
community and school activities. Both of which have suffered greatly. The staff and I are hard at work to 
restore these for the benefit of the learners. School is the place where children get to know themselves. 
They meet themselves on a very deep level and they come to know their weaknesses and strengths.  
 
Over the last year Riverside College has introduced a number of programs that assist learners on 
emotional and non-academic levels and already these programs are proving to be very valuable. 
Parents are using the results of these programs to better assist their children academically and to guide 
the older learners on their future study options. Furthermore, we have been informed that the WCED will 
also be using a similar program for grades 9’s in government schools from 2023. We are proud to know 
that once again Riverside College is ahead of the curve. We are in-tune with the learners and the 
effects that forced lockdown / isolation had on their well-being. Going forward we will continue to provide 
support to anyone in need, including parents. 
 
If nothing else, this past week reminded me what life was like pre-covid and why I chose to design a 
school like Riverside College. I am proud to be the founding member of Riverside College and I look  
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forward to an exciting future in which we will grow from strength to strength, and a future that will see 
our learners achieve great heights in their further studies and chosen careers. It is an absolute delight to 
meet old learners who are now young professionals and to hear how much they appreciated the love, 
care and guidance that they received at Riverside.  
 
This is our legacy, and we are proud to say that we will continue building on it for many years to come. 
Thank you for your support and we look forward a bright and beautiful future together.   
                     - Elana Edwards 
 
Grade 2 News 
The Grade 2’s has been very busy learning all about our country in English and in Life Skills. They have 
familiarized themselves with the national anthem and our national symbols. Their favorite part of the 
past 2 weeks has been decorating the South African flag by tearing and pasting the different colours. It 
is wonderful to see how enthusiastic they are to learn all about our country. Great job Grade 2’s. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Important Dates 
21-22 Oct Carnival & Market at Riverside College 

22 Oct  Little Miss Burgundy Estate 2022 

                      Beauty Pageant 

24 Oct  Extra – murals start 

29 Oct           Open Day 

8 Dec            School closes for Term 4 

Please note that Wednesdays for Term 4 will be used for 

extra lessons. There will only be sport on Tuesdays. The 

times for going home remain the same. Extra lessons are by 

invitation only. 

 

Gr 00/000 – R 13:00 

Gr 1 – 2 Mon – Thurs  13:45 

  Friday   13:15 

Gr 3 – 6 Mon – Thurs  14:40 

  Friday   13:20 

 

Carnival 21 & 22 Oct 
Early bird all day rider ticket special has now ended.  Rider tickets can still be bought at normal price of 
R220 per person. Little Miss Burgundy Estate Pageant will be taking place on Saturday, 22 October. 
Come and join in the fun and support the contestants. 
 

Christmas Charity - 2022 
This year Riverside College will be doing it’s shoebox drive for Bright Lights Pofadder 
Youth Centre (previously known as an orphanage) through the Chrysalis 
Foundation. Bright Lights is home to 26 girls & 41 boys ranging from Grade 1 until 
Grade 12. These children are in need of stationery, personal hygiene products and 
clothes. If you want to make a difference this Christmas, then please consider 
adopting this cause. We will be delivering the Christmas shoeboxes in time for their 
annual Christmas party to be held on the 25th of Nov. 
 

Khumba Production 
Thank you to all parents and family who took the time to attend our memorable performance of Khumba 
on Monday and Tuesday evening. It was a wonderful two evenings full of excitement and entertainment. 
Our learners are truly talented, and it was an amazing experience to witness them showcasing their talent.  
 

Ages of children at 
Bright lights: 

11yr 5B 
12yr 9B/2G 
13yr 5B/6G 
14yr 5B/5G 
15yr 5B/2G 
16yr 2B/3G 
17yr 1B/2G 
18yr 1B/2G 
19yr 1B/1G 
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Happy Birthday! 
A very Happy Birthday to the following learners who celebrate 
their birthday this week. 
Michael Jonkers                     Gr 1           20 Oct 
Daisy Karombo               Gr 3       22 Oct 
 
 

A special thank you to our learners for working so hard in this production. It would not have been so 
successful if it had not been for their hard work! Well done, Primary School. You have made us proud. 
 

Stars of the Week 
Grade 00/000    Sarah Louw                                        
Grade 1      Kayden Lang                                        
Grade 3      Eljune Liebenberg                                    
Grade 5      Cecile Dongmo                                     
 
 
 
            
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Message from the Principal Carlien Ellis  
First, I would like to congratulate all the learners on their excellent achievements during the Prize Giving 
event; it was a prestigious event filled with pride and joy.  
 
It was such a privilege to be part of this event once again. We had a week filled with so much 
excitement and fun! Riverside College presented Khumba! What a spectacular concert indeed! Thank 
you to every learner who made this possible. 
 

I want to thank the parents who have supported all our functions. Without your ongoing support, it would 
not have been possible. 
 

In life, we are like a pencil: it does not have a purpose without anyone holding it. The pencil needs 
someone to hold it and guide each stroke. We must never forget that the Lord will guide us according to 
His will, just as our hands hold and guide our pencils to create great work! In case of mistakes, the 
pencil uses its eraser.  
 

Similarly, we are not perfect and we do make mistakes! We can use our own eraser to rub out any 
mistakes and move on from them. The eraser in our lives is what we call, forgiveness. Learn to forgive 
yourself and those around you. Nobody is perfect; you have to process your mistakes, learn from them 
and then move on. This is the most powerful eraser that God gave us. Learn to use your eraser every 
day! 
 

Like a pencil, our lives have to go through painful sharpening. It can become difficult to fulfil your 
purpose if you don't go through some pain. So we will experience a painful sharpening from time to 
time, and we must learn to bear certain pains and sorrows and, from them, learn empathy and 
compassion for both ourselves and others. 
 

Choose your pencil; choose how you want to write your story…. 
 

Please come and enjoy the market and carnival with us! There will be 80 vendors and many exciting 
rides for the kids to enjoy! We are very excited! 
 
Have a blessed weekend. 
 
Have a lovely weekend! 
Primary School 
 
 

PRESCHOOLERS GR000-GR R 
Planning for the week: 24 – 28 Oct 
Theme for the week: Birds 
Letter: Vv 
Number: 1 – 15 
PLEASE SEND THE FOLLOWING: 
- Message books daily 
PLEASE REMEMBER: 

- A change of clothing every day 

- A healthy snack + Water/Juice 
- No fizzy cooldrinks or sweets 
- Label all school clothing items 
clearly with your child’s name. 
 
 
 


